
The Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore



2 millions visits/year

15 miles of shoreline

All readily accessible

5 stream or ditch outfalls

15 water quality 
monitoring locations









Little Calumet River







Fun and
education

for 
thousands

of 
children

each 
Memorial

Day
weekend



WATER  QUALITY INTERPRETATION





WARNING  SIGNS  AT  BEACH  ACCESSES

NO LIFEGUARDS

RIP CURRENTS

BACTERIA 
LEVELS





• Monitoring for 20+ years

• Indiana Dunes State Park

• All National Lakeshore  beaches

• 3 enclave communities



3 samples 

from each of 2 

locations at 

each sampling

site



Samples 

handled by 

park staff 

in our own

laboratory



Results 
communicated to:

State & Local
Agencies

Communities

Media

E-Coli Task Force





WATER WAS BAD YESTERDAY
DON’T KNOW ABOUT TODAY
COME BACK TOMORROW



TOMORROW

WATER WAS BAD AGAIN YESTERDAY

WE STILL DON’T KNOW ABOUT TODAY

WE CAN TELL YOU THAT TOMORROW



THE  NEXT  DAY

IF YOU SWAM YESTERDAY, 
YOU’RE  OKAY, WATER WAS FINE!

TODAY “MIGHT” BE OKAY TOO

BUT - WE WON’T SAMPLE AGAIN 
UNTIL NEXT THURSDAY

HAVE A NICE DAY



Until we get a
predictive model

or
a faster monitoring

technique
we intend to 

develop beach 
signs like these to 
better educate the

public so they
can make better

informed decisions




